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1 Mahabharata (adapted text)

Read the following Sanskrit passage. Do not write out a translation. Answer all the questions.
Your answers should be in English, with Sanskrit names in transliteration.
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(@) Translate ‘ekada kapotah tam agacchat.’ (line 1) [3]
(b) How is the king described in line 1? [1]
(c) Translate ‘Sibih pratyavadat aham tvam raksisyami iti.” (line 2) [4]
(d) What is the king asked to give as substitute food in line 4? [1]
(e) How does the vulture feel after the king’s first gift of food? (line 5) [1]
(f) How does the vulture describe the king in line 77? [2]

(g) In your view, does this story have any useful lessons for modern royalty? Refer to the text in
your answer. [3]

[Total: 15]
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2 Mahabharata — Bhagavad Gita

Read the following Sanskrit verses. Do not write out a translation. Answer all the questions. Your
answers should be in English, with Sanskrit names in transliteration.

OIS % FHIT 0 &l 9999 | 1
[HgafHgdar HHN YT HHAE URT 399 || 2
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TEHAl= ®FT YPid e HIHEH | 5
FEUAY AR FHodel AgaiTeq] | 6

Chap. 2, verse 48; Chap. 4, verse 10; Chap. 9, verse 7

(@) Translate lines 1 and 2. [6]
(b) Which three things does Krsna say his devotees are free from? (line 3) [3]
(c) By what does Krsna say his devotees have been purified? (line 4) 2]
(d) Where according to line 5 do all beings go? 1
(e) What is your view of Krsna’s statement in lines 5 and 6? [3]

[Total: 15]
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3 Sanskrit Epic Civilisation

(a) Briefly explain each of the following concepts:

(i) samsara 2]
(i) purusa (2]
(i) maya 2]
(iv) tamas 2]

(b) State briefly what each of the following time periods are:

(i) mahayuga (]
(i) manvantara [1]
(iii) kalpa [1]

(c) Water, jala, is one of the great elements. Name two others, giving the Sanskrit terms and their
English translations. [4]

(d) Briefly explain each of the following Sanskrit literary terms:

(i) vyakarana [2]
(i) dhatu [2]
(iii) smyti [2]
(iv) satra [2]

(e) Sarasvati is the power of wisdom. Name in English the powers represented by:
(i) laksmr [1]
(i) parvati [1]
(f) Write a short essay of about 100 words, in English, on one of these two topics:
EITHER
(i) Discuss the different types of yajfia (sacrifice), and discuss the relevance of these types
to today’s world.
OR
(ii) What main forms of tapas (self discipline or asceticism) are spoken of in Sanskrit texts?
Would it be appropriate to perform tapas in modern times?

[10]

[Total: 35]
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4 Hitopades$a

Read the following Sanskrit passage. Do not write out a translation. Answer all the questions.
Your answers should be in English, with Sanskrit names in transliteration.

A brahmin makes a mistake.

FIET TG TEIVHEHESE ThAioagaue: Jddd 1
U O TUEGH0 | adisHl SRR auiad ggr 2
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(@) What does the mongoose see in line 1? [1]
(b) How is that mongoose described according to the compound in line 1? 2]
(c) Translate ‘satvaram upagamya tasya caranayor lulotha’. (lines 1 and 2) [4]
(d) What does the brahmin mistakenly conclude in line 3? 2]
(e) Translate ‘balakah susthah sarpas ca vyapaditas tisthatr. (lines 4 and 5) [4]
(f) Inline 5 the mongoose is described as ‘upakaram eva’. What does this mean? [2]
(g) (i) Translate ‘santaptacetah’. (lines 5 and 6) 2]

(ii) Name the type of compound. [1]
(h) (i) Whatis the moral given in lines 7 and 8 and how does it relate to the story? [4]

(ii) Would this lesson be useful for either a prince, or a wider audience, in your view? [3]

[Total: 25]
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